ROLLY ROMERO VS. TEOFIMO LOPEZ
FINAL PRESS CONFERENCE QUOTES & PHOTOS

WBA Welterweight World Champion Rolly Romero and Two-Division
World Champion Teofimo Lopez Square Off Saturday, August 22
in PBC Pay-Per-View Event Available on DAZN and Prime Video

from T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas

Click HERE for Photos from Cris Esqueda/
Premier Boxing Champions

Click HERE for Press Conference Replay Via the
Premier Boxing Champions YouTube Channel

LAS VEGAS - August 20, 2026 — WBA Welterweight World Champion Rolly Romero and two-division
world champion Teofimo Lopez went face-to-face during a tense final press conference on Thursday to
preview their world title clash that headlines a PBC Pay-Per-View event available on DAZN and Prime

Video this Saturday, August 22 from T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas.


https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1errE9iVgqe86sCD9xc6vhxp9XVXQPW7k
https://youtube.com/live/uGZ9kwSXXYY

During Thursday’s press conference the two longtime friends promised to leave that friendship aside
when the fight begins, and had a heated exchange about the details of their shared history. The tensions
nearly boiled over between the fighter’s respective teams as well, with insults being thrown across the
stage between Romero’s trainer Ismael Salas and Lopez’s father and trainer Teofimo Sr.

The press conference also featured fighters competing on the pay-per-view undercard, including
unbeaten rising middleweight star Yoenli Hernandez and Argentine slugger Francisco Daniel Veron,
who meet in the 10-round co-main event, plus Interim WBA Super Bantamweight Champion Victor
Santillan and top contender Gary Antonio Russell, who duel in a 12-round attraction, and sensational
prospect Carlos Utria and super lightweight contender Israel Mercado, who opens the PPV card with a
10-round matchup at 8 p.m. ET/5 p.m. PT.

Tickets for the live event are on sale now through AXS.com.

The event is promoted by TGB Promotions, in association with Takeover Promotions.
Here is what the press conference participants had to say Thursday:

ROLLY ROMERO

“I know he didn’t want to take this fight, but I’'m thankful he took it. It's gonna be a great show on
Saturday night. Don’t miss it.

“I tried to fight everybody else, all the top guys. | wanted a big fight and this is the only guy who stepped
up.

“You ever punch someone you loved in the face? If they give me a hundred million dollars I'll punch my
dad in the face right now. The friendship doesn’t matter to me at all when the bell rings.

“They talk about the four kings? They’re four queens and I'm a black knight. I'm gonna show everyone on
Saturday night.

‘I won the whole fight against Ryan Garcia and | was winning the whole fight against “Tank’ Davis too and
he hit me with one shot. | wasn’t even supposed to be at that weight anymore. Now I’'m at my natural
weight and everyone sees what | can do.”

TEOFIMO LOPEZ

“This guy is not in my league. He never was in my league and he never will be.

“‘Rolly and | go way back. We’ve known each other since the amateurs. We’ve shared a lot of rounds in
the ring, and now we’re here 10 years later. He’s the best fighter at 147 and the hardest puncher. I'm the
type of guy who goes after those challenges.

“'m determined, I'm ready and I’'m focused on this fight. | know what it takes. He’s a heavy-handed
fighter and he’s smart. He’s gotten better throughout the years. Any punch could end this fight, literally.

“Saturday night friendship goes out the window. This is about the dream of being the best in the sport.
We’'re here to put on a show.

“All the times we sparred, | took it light on you. We’re not gonna do that anymore. I’'m gonna put you
down. It’s time.

“Right now I’'m just focused on climbing the ladder. I'm laser focused. I'm just staying on course and
ready to do what | need to do. We’re gonna let our hands do most of the talking.”


http://axs.com/

YOENLI HERNANDEZ
“I'm not here to prove anything. | don’t need to. | came here to win on August 22.

“I showed in my last fight that no matter who you put in front of me, I'm gonna stream roll them. It doesn’t
matter to me.

‘I don’t need to showcase anything. | need to get this win and keep moving toward those world title
fights.

“I'm not aiming for any specific fighter. All | want are the belts. Whoever has the belts is who | want to
face.”

FRANCISCO DANIEL VERON

“I want everyone to know that I'm here to represent Argentina. We have a great legacy to uphold and
that’s exactly what I'm gonna do.

“I'm coming into this fight better than I've ever been. My preparation has been incredible and I'm gonna
show everyone on Saturday.

“His power remains to be seen. We’re gonna see inside the ring. We’re going to try to out box him and
see what the fight brings. We'll be ready to adjust on the fly.”

VICTOR SANTILLAN

“I'm here to prove that Dominican boxing is at its best right now. We’re not gonna stop until we get to the
top.

He’s a predictable fighter. If | rely on my preparation and stick to my game plan, I’'m gonna come out with
my hand raised.

“He really shows his cards whenever you’re on top of him. He doesn’t really know what to do. That’s
what | see.”

GARY ANTONIO RUSSELL

“Come Saturday I'm looking to come out victorious and in spectacular fashion. I'm thankful for the
opportunity and I’'m ready to give everyone a great show.

“I'm real anxious to get this belt. I'm ready to get back in the ring and stay active. It’s all been leading up
to this.

“Victor is a good tough opponent. He stays disciplined behind his jab. | see very easily how he can be
exposed. We're just gonna capitalize on our game plan.”

CARLOS UTRIA

“I'm here and ready to represent Colombia. My country has been going through a rough time, but I'm
here to show that Colombians are resilient. I'm going to show that resiliency on Saturday night.

“| prepared extremely well. This is the perfect opponent to face on such a big card. We’re gonna see
what he brings to the ring. I'll be ready for everything.



ISRAEL MERCADO

“This is gonna be a great fight on Saturday. I'm very thankful for this opportunity. This is an undefeated
opponent, but I’'m here to make a statement. I'm gonna expose him on Saturday.

“Every time | face an undefeated fighter, | prevail and come through. This time around, I'm gonna make
sure it doesn’t go to the judges hands.

“He’s an explosive fighter, but he’s inexperienced. | believe I'm gonna capitalize on that.”

ISMAEL SALAS, Rolly’s Trainer

“It's such a pleasure to be here. I've always admired Teofimo and his family, but the time has come and
it's time to fight.

“I actually think this fight is going to be like a chess match. Let’s see who can place the pieces in the right
position and come out with the win. May the best man win.”

TEOFIMO LOPEZ SR., Lopez’s Father and Trainer

“This fight sells itself. We have two great fighters at 147 pounds. I'm just here to guide my son like
always. He’s gonna be a three-time world champion come Saturday. | have no doubt about that.

“You have to tune into this one if you can’t see it live. Rolly comes to fight, but my son is too technical,
too smart and too strong for Rolly.”

TOM BROWN, President TGB Promotions

“It's been a real fun promotion, but now it's time to put up or shut up. We've got two great personalities in
Rolly and Teofimo and two guys who are always willing to put it on the line. These guys are both built for
this stage.

“You’re gonna want to be in your seats early on Saturday night. There are a number of rising stars who
are looking to break out on this undercard.”

BRITTON HARDIN, Head of Boxing, North America, DAZN

‘I have a feeling about this one. We have two very dynamic fighters up here on this stage. Teofimo Lopez
is powerful, twitchy, strong, fast, and Rolly is a brutal knockout puncher. | don’t think either one of these
guys are gonna let friendship get in the way of legacy.

“When you think about friends who fight in this sport, you either get a classic or a sparring match. But
these guys’ sparring matches are classics. I'm really excited to see how this unfolds on Saturday night.

“These guys are both talking about legacy. They’re talking about being in the Hall of Fame. They're
talking about undisputed at 147 pounds. They want to join that legacy of great welterweight champions.”

# # #

ABOUT ROLLY VS. TEOFIMO

Rolly vs. Teofimo will see WBA Welterweight World Champion Rolly Romero making the first defense of
his world title against two-division world champion Teofimo Lopez in a matchup of two of this
generations’ most compelling champions on Saturday, August 22 headlining a PBC Pay-Per-View event
available on DAZN and Prime Video from T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas.




In the co-main event, undefeated middleweight star Yoenli Hernandez will duel veteran Argentina
contender Francisco Daniel Veron in a 10-round attraction, plus Interim WBA Super Bantamweight
Champion Victor Santillan squares off against top contender Gary Antonio Russell and sensational
prospect Carlos Utria will make his U.S. debut in a 10-round battle against super lightweight contender
Israel Mercado opening the pay-per-view at 8 p.m. ET/5 p.m. PT.

Tickets for the live event are on sale now through AXS.com.
The event is promoted by TGB Promotions, in association with Takeover Promotions.
For more information visit www.PremierBoxingChampions.com, follow #RollyTeofimo, follow on Twitter

@PremierBoxing & @DAZNBoxing, on Instagram @PremierBoxing & @DAZNBoxing, or become a fan
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/PremierBoxingChampions & https://www.facebook.com/DAZN/.

CONTACTS:

Tim Smith, PBC: (702) 843-3400

Swanson Communications: (202) 783-5500, contact@swansonpr.com
Fred Mellor, DAZN; Fred.Mellor@DAZN.com

Harrison Raboy, Prime Video; hraboy@amazon.com

TGB Promotions: (818) 817-8001

Scott Ghertner, MGM Resorts International: sghertner@magmresorts.com
Allyson Wadman, MGM Resorts International: awadman@mgmresorts.com
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